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Vietnam, grappling with mass fish deaths, clamps down on seafood 
sales 
 
Vietnam on Thursday banned the sale and distribution of non-living aquatic products in its central region, 
following inconclusive efforts to explain why huge numbers of dead fish washed ashore.  
The ban tackles fears of a health threat along 200 km (124 miles) of the coast, after the government said the 
fish could have been killed by toxic discharge caused by humans or “red tide”, when algae blooming at an 
abnormal rate produce toxins.  
On Wednesday, the government said there was no evidence that discharge from a new Taiwanese-built steel 
plant, a unit of Formosa Plastics, was to blame for the fish deaths.  
 
Vietnam exports $7 billion of seafood a year, mostly from waters off its southern coast, but industry has yet 
to feel the impact. Fish and shrimp from the affected region are chiefly consumed at home, an industry 
official told Reuters.  
 
Deputy prime minister Trinh Dinh Dung ordered officials in four Vietnamese provinces to seize and destroy 
dead aquatic products washed ashore or raised along the coastline. “The use, collection, transport, trading of 
dead aquatic products as food for people and feed for livestock is strictly prohibited,” the order said.  
 
Seafood exports from January to April are estimated to have risen 3.8 percent from a year ago to $1.93 
billion, compared to a fall of 15.6 percent in 2015. Vietnam’s biggest markets are the United States, Europe 
and Japan.  
 
On Thursday, Facebook users called for peaceful protests to highlight food security and environmental 
concerns sparked by the deaths, while a petition on the White House website urging help from the United 
States drew close to 100,000 signatures.  
Signers want President Barack Obama to raise the issue with the government when he visits Vietnam next 
month, and sought help in doing an independent environmental impact assessment of the steel plant.  
 
Tests of seawater in Thua Thien-Hue, one of the affected provinces, showed higher than normal levels of 
some pollutants, the province’s environment department has said.  
Vietnam has a four-day holiday ending Tuesday, and many people had booked tours to beaches in Quang 
Binh, neighbouring the province of Ha Tinh. The latter, 400 km (250 miles) south of Hanoi, is where dead 
fish began washing up on April 6.  
Seafood markets have been deserted and tourist firms are receiving cancellations, state media reported.  
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Vietnam, grappling with mass 
fish deaths, clamps down on 
seafood sales 
 
HANOI | By Ho Binh Minh 
 
 
Members of the media cover a meeting attended Vietnam's 
National Resources and Environment Minister Tran Hong 
Ha (C) officials and science experts on the recent situation 
of fish kill in Vietnam's central province, at the ministry's 
headquarters in Hanoi, April 27, 2016. Reuters/Kham 
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Vietnam on Thursday banned the sale and distribution of non-living aquatic products in its central region, 
following inconclusive efforts to explain why huge numbers of dead fish washed ashore. 
The ban tackles fears of a health threat along 200 km (124 miles) of the coast, after the government said the 
fish could have been killed by toxic discharge caused by humans or "red tide", when algae blooming at an 
abnormal rate produce toxins. 
On Wednesday, the government said there was no evidence that discharge from a new Taiwanese-built steel 
plant, a unit of Formosa Plastics, was to blame for the fish deaths.  
 
Vietnam exports $7 billion of seafood a year, mostly from waters off its southern coast, but industry has yet 
to feel the impact. Fish and shrimp from the affected region are chiefly consumed at home, an industry 
official told Reuters. 
 
Deputy Prime Minister Trinh Dinh Dung ordered officials in four Vietnamese provinces to seize and destroy 
dead aquatic products washed ashore or raised along the coastline. 
"The use, collection, transport, trading of dead aquatic products as food for people and feed for livestock is 
strictly prohibited," the order said. 
 
Seafood exports from January to April are estimated to have risen 3.8 percent from a year ago to $1.93 
billion, compared to a fall of 15.6 percent in 2015. Vietnam's biggest markets are the United States, Europe 
and Japan. 
 
On Thursday, Facebook users called for peaceful protests to highlight food security and environmental 
concerns sparked by the deaths, while a petition on the White House website urging help from the United 
States drew close to 100,000 signatures. 
Signers want President Barack Obama to raise the issue with the government when he visits Vietnam next 
month, and sought help in doing an independent environmental impact assessment of the steel plant. 
 
Tests of seawater in Thua Thien-Hue, one of the affected provinces, showed higher than normal levels of 
some pollutants, the province's environment department has said. 
Vietnam has a four-day holiday ending Tuesday, and many people had booked tours to beaches in Quang 
Binh, neighboring the province of Ha Tinh. The latter, 400 km (250 miles) south of Hanoi, is where dead fish 
began washing up on April 6. 
Seafood markets have been deserted and tourist firms are receiving cancellations, state media reported. 
 

(Reporting by Ho Binh Minh; Additional reporting by My Pham; Editing by Martin Petty) 
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Tonnes of clams die in Vietnam in same area where dead fish washed 
up, fears mount over possible toxic leak 
 
More than 100 tonnes of clams have perished in central Vietnam, state media reported on Thursday (April 
28), as public outrage mounts over a possible toxic leak into the sea near an industrial zone.  
 
Piles of dead molluscs have been found in the same coastal region where dead fish began washing up on 
beaches earlier this month, sparking alarm and hammering the local fishing economy.  
 
Clam farmers in Ha Tinh province wept over their staggering losses that occurred just ahead of harvest time, 
state-run Tuoi Tre News reported.  
“We had held a lot of hope about the (clam) harvest,” local farmer Tran Thi Lua reportedly said. “Many 
traders had even paid a deposit to buy my clams, but now all hopes have been shattered.”  
 
The Vietnamese authorities have banned the trade and consumption of the clams while their investigation is 
ongoing, as concerns grow that toxic chemicals have leaked into the water from nearby industrial plants.  
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“To ensure environmental hygiene, food safety and to protect people’s health, the prime minister asked 
ministries and localities to… collect and immediately deal with the dead aquaproducts,” the government said 
in a statement late on Wednesday.  
 
The area in Ha Tinh province is home to a large steel mill run by a Taiwanese conglomerate, Formosa.  
The company has a long history of environmental scandals spanning across the globe.  
A government investigation has not yet linked Formosa or other factories in the region to the incident, 
according to deputy Environment minister Vo Tuan Nhan.  
 
But a gaffe by a Formosa public relations official after the fish deaths has heaped pressure on the firm after 
he said locals must decide whether they valued marine life or foreign investment more.  
“You cannot have both,” Chou Chun Fan, the company’s external relations manager in Vietnam, told state 
media.  
 
The comments sparked a tide of ire in Vietnamese media and on Facebook – one of the few avenues for 
expression in the authoritarian country.  
Formosa later apologised for the comments.  
In a separate statement over the fish deaths the company said: “So far there is no evidence showing that the 
fish deaths are linked to our side.”  
 
Last year, the country earned $6.6 billion from seafood exports.  
 


